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| Take feed to - yourſelves; bet e fog the | 
7 ene e the Lord your God. © * 


Be 2 


O R Catechiſm begins with. aſking | 
what is-your name, i. e. your Chrif-" 
tian name. This naturally leads to the 
mention of Ba ptiſm, when that name was 
= us. Not that you are to ſuppoſe 
om hence, that giving the name is any 
part of Baptiſm. * is only annexed from 
cuſtom to "hs ſolemn; dedication of our- f 
ſelves to God in this ordinance; and 
perhaps with the good deſign, that the very 
mention of our name ſhould recall to us 
the occaſion on which it was received, and 
1o remind us of our duty as Chriſtians. 5 
The next thing which the Catechiſm 


teaches is, that by Baptiſm you were made 
a member of Chit a child of God. and 
an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven: 
the meaning of which is, that by this 
nnn ber 8. member of G 2 
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eh nd og age. eu and by I 

that * s o many im- 

<3 ay the uſe of the 
of public worſhip, 


ces of the Goſpel, which, if Sale” 

improved, will make you a child of — 

ſecure to you * — 5 honour, 
and immortality in 


Baptiſm, weed is to 10 brian what 


cireumeiſion f formerly was to the Jews, 


the form of admiſſian inte. the eburch of 
God. It my — into. a copdition of being 


— us the 
hos, | With grace 


den of our 
to help for the time 
1 protest us by his 
to guide us by his counſel 


5 — this life; and, after death, to re- 
ctive us to glory. And we, on our part, 


engage that we will devote ourſelves to the 


ſervice of God, and follow the directions 


of his Goſpel in all things. 


The next! xe queſtion is, What did your 
Godmothers then for you ? 
The anfwer to this ſhews what obligations : 
our Baptiſm lays us under. | 
In general: it obliges us te avoid what- 


ever God forbids, and to believe and practiſe 


whatever he commands, More * 0 


us, by — 


5 temptations ta which 


G; 4 
op nom Fae 5 


lenptattunt which gan © 
devil; | the” 
from 


of our gha 


s advice. or. 1 « 
people . Who are ro · 
(gion, . and who are 2 4 che world, 
becauſe there is alwa Ky Ne 0 of ſych 
people in the worl „ the 
enfant Which —_— lg... peck own 
deceitful hearts, thaſe ſenſual indulgences 
1 ich war againſt the ſoul, and to which 
Te nature ſa ſtrongly ſolicits vs. 
tels et ka: 4.98 to believe all he 
the C I. e, al 

Wale doctrines which b ce ies has taught 
us as nefeſſary to be believed in order to 
ſalvation. And 
5 + It obliges us to keep God's boly will 
and commandments, faithfully, univerſally, 
and to our life's end. 

Now if you are Chriſtians. indeed, you 
will take Sein care to fulfil theſe en- 


under; and not imagine, (as ſeveral ſeem 
to do,) that the bare waſhing or ſprinkling. 

of your body with water in the name of 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; is to 
ſave you from hell, or to bring you to 
heaven. I the outward form is not ac» 


| companied with the inward Brace, and that 


* 


agements, which your baptiſm lays vou 


12 
— 4 ” 


W 


e t 6 (0 3 
our Cat nin tell us is 6 fla, 
- and; * newbirth unto righteouſneſs, it i | 
nothing, or rather worſe than ; 
And 1 3 our Saviour ſays, © Unleſs 3 
„man be born of water, £47 of the f wit 
« (too,) he cannot enter into the kingdom 
«<of God:“ i. e. he can neither be a vital 
member of Chriſt's 8 of grace now, 
nor can he ſhare in his s kingdom of. glory 
hereafter. 10 28 
Remember then Wit the vows of 'God 
ars upon you, and be ſure to fulfil them. 
If you do not, you will corrupt the religion 
Jou profeſs, and bring a ſcandal upon it; 
u will provoke the diſpleaſure of the 
brd'; you will break the covenant you 
made with God, and forfeit all the bleſſings | 
that are romiſed you in Chriſt Jeſus. oF 
Ohl! that all profeſſing Chriſtians would 
ſeriouſly confiler this! We ſhould not then 
ſee ſo many ſhocking inſtances of impiety, 
Yrofligacy, and ec Teh as we now do. 
ut 5 others, from an evil heart of un- 
belief, will depart from God, and caſt his 
commands behind their back, that will 
not Juſtify us, if we imitate them in their 
evil ways. While ſuch like people, there- 
fore, are ſinning againſt, and deſtroying 
their own ſouls, let us take care to ſave 
ours, by giving all dilligence to make our 
calling and election ſure, and by conduct- 
ing — in wa —— as anal 


„ 
77 


"ought. This! in 


The day is co 
we 2 1 ee in the way; of — 4 
e 


"ar 


ral will, coſt us. 1 
trouble and ſelf-denial, and may expoſe-us 
the ſcoffs and cenfures of 04 . 
K let not theſe thin oy 

en 


our duty, .and the we teſtify 

edeemer, will be publicly 3 4 with 
e applauſes of men and angels, yea with 
e approbation of the great God himſelf. 
en it will appear to the confuſion of the 
wicked, who have called us oſtentatious 


5 hypocrites, or ſuperſtitious fools; then I 


ſay it will be ſeen to the confuſion of ur 
5 5 80 "who are wiſe and who are 
8, who are hypocrites aud, who. * 
honeſt men. ; ö _ 
A wor of the terms of our baptiſmal 
yow r ire ſome further explanation here. 
or 1 a6 dy we muſt ſhew you what is 
meant by the devil and his works, the 
pomps and vanities of this wicked world, 


| and all the ſinful luſts of the fleſh. . 


Now by the devil you are to RAY - 


| the chief of thoſe apoſtate Spirits, who, 


by rebellion againſt God, has been excluded. 


from max and. ſubjected to eternal ven- 


What his particular offence was 


we are. not told, and therefore it is to no 


poſe. to be curiouſl inquiſitive about it. 
t is not however at all like 


ly, that he pl, 
an open rebellion again his Make, an 
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a poco x Lon les it 8 8 
e caſe of oleph and of Job. 
| lty and wickednels 55 men in one 
und Wer buffetings of Satan in the 
| ods led both the ſufferers. even to the 
= ſt worldly honours: and affluence in 


What has been ſaid, may give 
Gigs idea of what the devil is, and of 
FW ſs incline you to. guard . againſt his 
aſſaults, and to have no eee 1g wi 
him, by. 7 el yourſelves in thoſe works. 
5 ſons, in Aro e delights, and to which 
e gt Fa jar manner tempts us. 
Wang te a of theſe works, for he 
19 115 Jar, an father of it. So is pride, 
Hatred. and revenge, Which lead ta 
fierce. conte tions, perſecutions, wars, and 
tnurders.”, B y theſe vices we ſhew, that we, 
are led by S, Who is ſtiled Rev. ix. the 
| geo and John viii. a murderer from 
e beginning. Witchcraft, „ 
A e Vile man, (as it is called,) 
a or, the a 15 of Gechering (if. ſuch, 
can. be) future events by 100 ſtars, 
1 1 works, 1 the devil, Whether we 
praiſe en: e or have recourſe to 
cm. By do. They ſerve to take us off 
wo our de endance upon God, and are no 
better than deſerting his ſervice, and aſking 
| 25 | at the devil. If ſuch unlawful arts 
ly pretended : to, they are then a fraud 
0 W 3 * if there bs any * 


{ 


ous worthip to eminent men, and ſometimes 


Word pomps, in the firſt ages of 8 


TH . if 14 
i thei, cen 0 they ſhew a conngdten 
with the wicked one, which will aſſured 
eee them of 'God 
favour, -* 5 TER 1 R 
Iolatry, or paying divine favouttto ar 
but God, is another work of the d 
This was a ſin of the —— þ 
who uſed to erect temples, and pay religi- 


to irrational and inanimate creatures, ill 
conjunction 1 the ſupreme 1 of The 
ſame ſin nearly ractifed by 9 , whay 
| beſides be pic true e God, pra els, and 
the ſpirits of the denn wy remem- 
ber, the ſame is praftifſed wy: thoſe Pro: 
teſtants, who, after caſting idols out of 
their temples, ſet them up in their hearts! 
Such are they who are lovers of pleaſure; 
more than lovers of God; who count gain 
Hineſs; who fear the creature more than 

e Creator; whole God is their belly, sand 
who ſeck to and truſt. in their riches more - 
| than the living God: n 
The pomps and vanities of the ror 
are next to be explained to you. 

re 
were meant thoſe pompous ſnews and ne 
ceſſions in the feſtivals of the 5 — 
Deities, which were attended with fuck 
 lewdneſs and exceſſes of all kinds, that 
Plato ſays he has ſeen the city of Athens on 
ſuch an occaſion, 9 a ſober * could 
2 | 


— i 
we learn w at is 92 1 K unde 
new, via, all that grandeur and 
life, which are inconſiſtent with oY 5 
ſobriety, and all thoſe diverſions. — en- 
tertainmentz, which. tend to debauch the 
manners, and to lead us from God. Such, 
muſt tell you, are horſe· racing and cock- 
hting, two ſtrong ſupports of Satan's 
kingdom: Hou in general are the enter- 
tainmenrs of the play-houſe ; ſuch are card 
aſſemblies : and ſuch. 5 thoſe wy ah 
when people ſeem to go pr 
ns the palate, and.to make beaſts of 
themſelves by — - Now if if you 
do indeed renounce. the W 
world, you will renounce all 
practices, which have juſt now an wen 
tioned to you. 
By the vanities of the world you are bo | 
| underſtand riches unjuſtly gotten, oo 
ſquandered in riotous living, or purſi 
with par covetouſneſs. And there is 
oe eaſon that you ſhould guard againſt 
practices. For riches thus inordi- 
natel) "Lo thus unjuſtly acquired, thus 
groſsly abuſed, always Hens a ſnare and a 
eurſe to the paoſſeſſor, and too often droun 
men in en perdition. & 821 
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tw 1 
2 bene proc 


Vbich ſo univexſally prevail in 1 55 and fro 
giving into * * Chriſtien is in 10 
— — por that an A _ forbids us to 


0 Abe 


eve, and — your 
bens thers ow promiſed for gr ob 
Not that you are to — N 
2 — to renounce what is bad — 
from the promiſes which ethers have made 
for you. Indeed, in the view that 1 have of 
the matter, the promules of the Godfathers 
and 5 — among us, or of 


en Dalſenters, is rather 4 previ for 
Ives, than for the children they in« 
roducs to Baptiſm, The moſt . 
ing the matter it this. 
— 0 or ſociety of Chriſtians, it is to = 
| ſuppoſed, would chooſe ta admit a perſon 
hn was likely to become-a diſgrace to it, 
as ignorant and untutored children (ngs 
lefkea in their Chriſtian education) are likely to 
turn = — mon) gal chin d, a ſecu ; 
rity ta the church a this evil, engaga, 
that they will do their beſt to tram up their 
2 in the faith and fear of God, and 
to make them acquainted both with the 
riyileges and theobligations of Chrſtianity; 
ANF en more . 12h”: OO meant A the 
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promiſes ef the fie 0. "he 16 mere 

_ renforielitjuſtity. if Sos 9119 Mt: 
„And here: let me add a remark or cee 
particularly applicable to ſureties. 2 

© 1” Ho] Kocelliry is it that W 


engage ge to train others up in the 5 — 6 
of Chriſtianity, ſhould themſelves be Chrif- - 
_ tians; and of ' courſe” attendants on the 

Lord's table? It is allowed in the 
2 Place, that they that make a lawful 
Bo are bound to fulfil it. What 
we think then of thoſe ſureties, who 
have fulfilled none of the promiſes they 
made at the holy ont? Ts not ſuch a con- 
duct nN“ wicked? May thoſe who 
are gull is reſpe&t tee their fin, and 

_ repens 0 it! 

3. If the e or vice, and conlequeittly 
the happineſs or miſery of the next genera- 
tion, will depend upon the manner in 
which the children of the preſent day are 

| tained up, how much does it become us 
all, to intl proper principles into the 
outh around us? How earneſt in particu- 

ar ſhould parents, Godfathers and God- 
23 be to look after their ſeveral 
charges, to train them up in the nurture 
and admonition of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
to teach them both by precept and example 
to fear God, to reprove and corre& them 
where they. do wrong; and, above all 
things, not to miſlead them into ruin and 


f ces, in parents eſpecially, is ſhock- 
_ ingly wicked. By ſuch means they not only 
provoke God, but expoſe their unhappy 
offspring to the worſt evils. both in time 
and eternity. If any of you know your: - 
ſelves faulty in this reſpect, may you repent 


of your ſin, and act more wiſely for the 
future. The ſooner you ſet yourſelves to 
correct the wrong tempers or practices of 
N rt s labour it will require, 
he twig. of a, year's growth, i eaſily 
ned. as you. pleaſe ; but let that trig 


wo 


become a tree, and no force hardly. is fufl 
cient to bend 2 It is juſt ſo. with the 
minds of children. Train them, therefore, 
detimes in the paths of virtue and holineſs, 

and you will do it with leſs trouble both to 
yourlelves and them. ' A_ crowned head 
_ uſed to ſay, + A curious plant or flower ſhall 
de reared with the utmoſt care; and yet 
the human ſoul, which is more worth than 

* all the plants in the univerſe, is too often 

* ſuffered, to go without the leaſt cultiva- 

© tion?” Cp the whole then, if you wiſh 

to. pleaſe God 


- — 


to diſcharge the engage- 
ments you have taken upon you: if you 
would act the Chriſtian, or have any rea- 
ſonable hopes, (in caſe you ſhould be taken 
from your children by death, or they from 


- 


| enly happitchs, then Bu fue pou ent 2 
den butts in dne way that hady-20 that 


[ad the inful luſts ef the Heſhy Frag 
Thoſe ſenſual defires of but corrupt nature. 
Wi  Whick'the word of God condems ſuch us 
Will Wilder, Yormication, utitleamicſs,” lee 
. e. and there is gelen that we ed 
1 renounce thetn, ſince an Apoſtle declares 
3 2 ee | 
 Enplom' of | And to enable us ts 
_ &void the = crimeb, we Thould/avoid 
Il choſe | 
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bo do'this, as ello to exp ede, 1 


D Hatinlef, aud undefled in every 1 

8 ef out-duty er 6 by 

1 nothing is ſtrong, hits = 
date; dar 8 and defender. 14 gr | 


to live as the redeemel 0 
to keep out whole nature u l * 
the Holy Ghoſt. Guard us againſt che 


of our ghoſtly / ny, @ 
| beams urements of x Se 1 0 d, 


r 


in all things” 9277 | 
nouncing the works of 
honeſty, by cleanfins 
| mcg of fleth and pirit, and by — 
ing holineſs in the fear of God. Thus 
he p us, gracious God, we beſeech thee, to 
improve our Chriſtian privileges to the 
ſetting forth of thy praiſe, and to the ſet- 
ting ard of our own or ere 8 | 
| Jus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


When was your Chriſtian name given 
| Fr At Baptiſm. Is the name any part 

of Baptiſm? No. Why is it then annexed 
to Baptiſm? From cuſtom, and to remind 
us of our ſolemn dedication 'to God in 
that ordinance. What does God promiſe 
us, and we him in Baptiſm? We promiſe 
God that we will obey him, and he that 
he will give us eternal life. Will the 


outward form alone ſave us? No. What 


will be the conſequence of living in fin 
after your — ene m the 
5 prolence of God. 1 
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5 . 511 1 2 113 efLOTR?! 3» 81? 26! 5 mT 21 14 
Believe. en the; Lord Jeſus: cht, and how 
W 24.0 TFT 7 A. halt bei ſaves. 30 J. Tu OT 
dit 284 r ie n Figs rot 3 — ho | 
a former occaſion I 
0 that Baptiſm is the form by I 
we-are initiated into the church of lr 
and by which we age. 9 9 with 
God, who promiſes us the on 
ſins, and eternal life, upon {ny b/w, 
we forſake every evil way, believe what 
be reveals, and do what he: commands. 
In conſequence of this, we engage to e- 
nounce the devil and all his Works, (thaſe 
ſins to which he more immediately temapts:), 
We renounce alſo the pomps and vanities 
of this wicked world, and all the ſinful 
luſts of the fleſh ; i. e. all thoſe evil things, 
to vhich the perſuaſions and examples of 
others, or the ſuggeſtions of our own cor 
rupt hearts may tempt us. 
A ſecond condition mich: our Baptiſm 
obliges us to is, to believe what God re- 
veals, i. e. all the articles of the Chriſtian 
faith : thoſe doctrines which the Seripture 
delivers as neceſſary to be believed in order 
to ſalvation. 8 are collected for the 
| - 
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5 earth, that he 
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ung pe le, and thoſe that can 
hier ible, into a ſhort — : 
called the Cried (br BAR. and this is 
What I next purpoſe to explain to 
1. The Cree n that which is 
| the foundation of all religion; the belief _ 
ed.“ New uf hon baliee in a-God; | 
you muſt not only believe that there is a 
God, but you muſt alſo believe what — 
Seripture aches uf Him, boch as | 
AHukure, and WAis 4771361029, any wo 
win that Ele id a Spirics that he ie Al- 
Mighty, à God df — — 
Power: char de made the heavens and the 
life and bring to ali 
that exiſt; that he is juſt and true, the 
revarder'6f them that dilligently ſeek him, 
I 
is u ng, a tes 
GH Ser — — God, 
liks a tender father; pitying them that fear 
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Hihi, afd-blotting-out the t m_ 
the pehitent 3 an ws or — 
the worſt bf ſinners: that tre is —— 


1; 6. ſers all things, and is preſent every 
where: that he is term; l. e. ont that 
_—_ was and always will be: a God of 
infinite widom, power, and love. 
2. Vou roles 26-1 to believe in Jeſs Chrift, 
Got 01h S. Now Jeſus Chriſt is the 
he dete us our religion, and 
rem Won W•e hre en — His 
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Fare Acribed to the Sen. Ihe 
N vine nature are united in 

Nr and man in the ſame 
= m3 Heis alſo ſtyled God's beloved: 
: — — a 
foriqum, and of courſe to make us ſenſible 
eds ede in wing up a perſon 
ſo'ideariito' him, and of ſuch diguſty, to 
ſuffer as he did for us and our alvation. 
And this leads us to what tlie Creed 
next caſſerts'"concermmng;/ him, vir, that hel 
_ ſuffered under/Pontius; Pilate. This ferves: 
tolremiucb us of hat is more fully Arg 
in the"Goſpel, viz. that"Jeſus-in'th&eourſe 
of his »miniftryhaving declared himſelf 
the Son of God, and proved his miſſion 
by many ſtupendous 5 oked: 
the jedlouly of the Scribes an ariſees,: 
Who being: ſtill »farther — by the 
freedom with which be reproved their 
corrupt” practices, ſtirred up the people 
againſt him, and havi apprehende him, 
hurried him away to ontius Pilate, ho 
then governed Judea as 4 Roman | * 
Therè they accuſed Jeſus as a mover of 
ſedition, and an enemy to the civil: go- 
verniment. : And though they could not 
prove hat they ſaid, he was however 
condemned to be crucified ; which ſenitence, 
after many FRI indignities, be under«! 


= not. as the Creed ſeems to ex press it. into 
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| ſcoffs of the furry 
died Jeſus, the juſt, — the unjuſt, that he 
might bring us near to God: and as 
| . uſnered him into the world, I 
ed his divine miſſion... through life, 
a r ven him. to. be ma than 
All nature ſymp 
2 —— No ſooner did he yield up the 
Ghoſt than, behold, what prodigies! The 
vail of the temple was rent in . the 
earth did quake, and the rocks rent, and 
the graves were opened, and many bodies 
of Saints aroſe after his 3 and 
went into the holy city, my peared ee. 
ps and ſueh was the eff which | 
| A produced, even in the — of - 
| heathens,: that the Centurion and they that 
were with. him. feared. greatly, and ſaid, 
truly this was the Son of Gd. 
| "Alter: Jeſus had thus died on the croſs, 
| his body was buried, and his ſoul deſcended 
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and hands of the condemned perſans being 
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driven through them; they often laiguihed 

ies for a conſiderable:time,..expaſed 

While to the cruel and inhuman 
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ie day of redemption as God's pro- 
> — don Tues: e 03; een Salt _ 
+ Now:this is that divine comforter. which 
our Saviour promiſed to ſend his: diſciples. 
from the Father, to ſupply the ant o his 
bodily: preſence; and to lead them into all 


truth. The ſame ſpirit at this day ſecretly 
and par- 


works im tha hearts of all men, 

ticularly Chriſtians, convinc; them of 
ſimn, and them to e: ther 
Goſpel, and“ to live up to ite This in called 
preventing grace, which, if 8 
improved, will bes followed by larger whe ie 
plies:cof:the bt yl els ting ant — 
converting grace. . Now it is 
| — —— kinds cof i gract that ſome! 
| hure run into tuck 
ere God does all, 
* ande- o-nethingpi 

__oficfalvation;.. Inn one d ſenſe — 
2 is true but in another 


fale.- To ſay chat our ſalvation is of 


ag ate without his continualuhelp! — 
can thing towards it, is perfectly 
| deprvays Ss papers. that his 28 ir- 
xxliſtible; that he denies it to — aeree 
alli ite ini ſineerity and athat thoſe 
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to nur falvation, is motariou A Oue 
Saviour tell us, that be ſtands door 
: S {KNO« | 
for admittance; and that if aye open our 
anto him he will enme in and ſup 
— gg will take a With 
us, and give us ſtill further manifeſtations 
of his love. 10Noπ.¾ does: not his imply, 
that wel have power either to ohen: gur 
hearts, or to keep them ſhut t againſt him 


future happineſs depends in a great mea - 
ſura on: ourſelves ? If it were not ſo, why 


ſhould. eee his people 


to make theoaelves-.a; new. beart,, even 
where he himſelf promiſes to give anew 
heart? Why are ve commanded toi ſeek 


and aſk, and knock, if we cannot do any ö 
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of them? Why Tone to work out gur 


ſalvation, if God alone is to work it out 
— The ſhort of the mater is, with- 
out Chriſt we can do nothing; but, with 
his gracious help, vouchſafed us by his 
Spirit, we may do every thing neceſſary. - 
to our ſalvation. Thu. ought. we to be. 5 
lieve concerning the Spirit. N 
- Now-aſk yourſelves. what room vou 0 
to think that you believe thus in the Holy 
Ghoſt. Have you felt his influences in 
your heart? Have you experienced his 
nn . . * 79 6 
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tain it; fer, without it, he, that died to 

redeem you, aſfures you that aten 
of And 
that you ma) 9 
of ſuch conſequence, or fancy nes 
to be born. of Zod when r 


birth takes piace there will de hen 
You will renounce'what God forbids; and 
diligently do what he commands; and, in 
ſhort, will become quite other perſons from 
—_ 4 gp were in your unconverted ſtate. 
| A po of the Creed which mentions 
a belief in a Holy Catholic Church; the 
communion of Sas and the deſcent of 
Chriſt into hell, as it is of more recent 
date than the other parts of the Creed, I 
ſtrongly ſuſpet to have been inſerted by 
the c week. of Rome, for the pu! of 
eſtabli ſome doctrines ſhe had much 
at heart;.as purgatory, implicit obedience 
to church decrees, and the Er to de- 
| parted Saints. They have indeed been 
explained in a differeat. ſenſe. "Hell, in the 


Creed, is generally, underſtood as the place 
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may live c without law t and that the mote. 
they multiply their offences; the- more 
room they give for 'a»difplay' of divine 
oe eden ing them. 8 erthintt 
Kith alone unatrompanied with holt 
ſufffient to entitle them to the mercy : 
God in Chriſt: Jeſus: and meinen 
hopes of pardon in the abſolution ofiua 
prieſt. ut noty in oppoſition to thoſe 
erroneous! notions, we: need on call t 
mind thoſe ſcriptures which aſſure us, that 
none but God only can forgive ſins; that 
faith without works is dend; that we muſt 
repent and be converted, if we would 
have our ſins blotted out; that without 
q man can eee and 
to continue in — —— 
abound, is to crucify the Son of Gd 
afreth, and to make him the miniſter f 
fine . Hence it appears, that to obtain 
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that God that — the heavens and the 
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By ſuch practioes wo endanger the life 
of our neighbour, and break the ſixth 
command; which is a very heinous of- 
fence. And if it be bad to ſin againſt 
the temporal life of any one, it muſt be 
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not ſo, much a prghybit jon of a any particular 
vice, as a prohibition of all u | 
a command to ke 8 
diligence, and thereby to lay the ax to the 
root of the tree, and to ſtop the nnn 
from which all 2tations: BawWs i this; * 
Now we break his command when we 


; give way to covetouſneſs. By which word 


do not mean heaping up riches for riches 


ſake, or re gs it enjoy the wealth we 


have already acquired; but ſuch *. 5 


ſoul. For to deſire What another 
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to deſraud or incroach e vgs = 


we! can obtain it by free gift, or” fair 
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aud his inheritance; and what brow it 


2. We this Comma 
what others en 22 à temper im- 


tor. 
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bours, or — of dur . 


where he is willing to with it, or c | 
lawfully do a e 


But anxiouſly! to covet what 

ther poſſeſſes, and what he will not 
rt with, is the way to lead us into much 
and miſery. Vou ſee how the indul- 
e-of ſuch deſires in the wicked Ahab; 
ed him to rob an innocent man of his life 


brought upon himſelf and his 
by envying 


es the wiſdom: of God in the diftri- 
of his favours; is à conſtant un- 


perſon that indulges it, and 


we rg icy es. him to do a miſchief | 


the 2 envies. | 
We: break this command ty: ako 
3 with our condition in the world: 


Which is very unreaſonable when it is con- 


ſidered, that our condition is often made 
bad dy our own ſloth or extravagance; 
In general we have ae for thanktulneis, 
rather than complaining; and the more io 


when we reflect, that the difpenſations 5 


of Providence to them that love God, ſhall 


finally work together to their greater good. 
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Caſting away, therefore, all anious and 


uůſeleſs cares, let us caſt ounfelves: upon 
the God vrho hath promiſed to dunn: 

for us. er 1 
1 have now pee — ts tek 
conimands, end you may ſoe that they are 
all; holy, juſt, and good; cadeunted 
fave us from ſin, and 
both here - and. \bereafte,” d, 
that it is your: 

| to. obey - Pifture to y 
tremendous: manner in w ons 
liſhed them firſt on Mount Sinai, and the 


much more tremendous. manner in hich 


be will come to — how 


ſwer for our — 

of the awful conſequence of being caſt in 
that day, and then you —— tea: 
ſonable it is, that we ſhould be oſten lifting 
up our hearts to heaven in ſome ſuch 
words as theſe, imploring God's forgive- 
neſs of our paſt iniquities, and * i 
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Enable us as "to love uf A 
dren, und to truin them up in thy faith 
aud feat. In children help us to be 
dutiful to our parents, and to give 
nour 0 all thoſe to whom hondur is 
due. - Preſerve us from the ſin of hating, 
or hurting our neighbour in his body rt 


. ver «Grant us to abhor all' unchaſte de- 


ſires, worde, or actions; all deceit and 
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Our duty to God is to fear kim, i. e. to 
ſtand in awe of his threatenings, ſo as to. 
a of thoſe . by he oY 
To — with all aur — * 
ſtrength, i. e. more than we do * — 
elſe: ath. To warſhip him as the great God 
governor of the univerſe, and as our 
Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier. This 
worſhip we are to expreſs by giving him 
thanks, i. e. praiſing him for mercies re- 
ceived, gratefully 3 his good- 
neſs to us in the r * 
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word it ment very peſon with ih awe 
bave 10: du) id to love them as ourſelves, 
and to d , all at we unit 10: be dont unto; 
i. e. fob them with the tendereſt affecs 
tion, to bear with their infirmities, and to 
ſeek, and labour and pray, that they may - 
be happy botli in this world, and the 
next; and in all caſes to deal by them, as 
we ourſelves ſhould think it reaſonable to be 
dealt with, were we in their places: aud this 
in oui. This is the general duty weowe 
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public, however aguinſt —.— of 
thief, a ſmu 14 9 in order 
to ſruſtrate his evil deſigns} and>ts! ſave 


the innocent, is 10 far ner 
2 that ir is indeed charitab 

A 1871 e den woc bas 99; 
A Te uty to our neighbour includes in 
ir alſo the 1 and Obedience ve "owe 
to © parents, & in 
church and favs maſters, magiſtrates, &c: 
Parents by God's — Fre. += to love; 
ta: KK and cd feed 
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and help them in their wants, if we * 

it in our power. Kings and magiſtrates 
we are to obey as far as we can do it with 
a ſafe conicience: our ſpiritual paſtors, i. 6. 
the-miniſters of religions we are to ſubmit 
rice —— vs cope 1 | 

we us r/our good, an to practiſe 

chews A paſtor means a ſhepherd, or 
«over e HOOK. A a3: wang | 
called. ſpiritual | | 


God, which, if ly received, nouriſh the 
{foul or (pirit | in 
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— — which 
and ſtation requires. Laſtly, ph 
our neighbour obliges a 20nd the 


duties which we owe ourſelves; to live 


tely and ſoberly, to avoid all ex- 

_ ceſs. in eating, drinking, fleepigg, and 

_cluathing; an indulgence in which + 

ticulars, drive many 2 treſpaſs upon 

, who- would — otherwiſe do 
” Chaſtity is another duty we owe our- 

ge by chaſtity - mean a care to * 


| all immodeit, kl filthy, and unclean words 
or actions, which have a tendency to cor- 
rupt both ourielves and all around us. 
Another duty we owe ourſelves, is to guard 
dur hearts againſt 


bat other 2 172 
What other pe and to be con- 
tent with ws ugh have. One good method 
to effect which, as well as to guard us 
againſt many temptations, many evil tem- 
pers, and many ſinful indulgences, is to 
be attentive to the duties of our trade or 
calling, and to ſeek our livlihood, by 
9 bleſſing, in the ways of honeſt in- 
N 7. e Lan Bad 8 A © Pc If 7 2s 7 
Vou ſee then the beneficial deſign of 
God's commands, which in ſhort is this: 
to reſtrain us from evil, and to lead us 
to good; to keep us from every thing that 
may wound our conſcience, hurt our neigh- 
bour, or offend our Maker; and to all 
this, that we may enjoy the greateſt poſſible 
happineſs on earth, in our way to perfect 
and eternal happineſs in heaven. But 
though the commandments are holy, juſt, 
and good; yet ſuch is the weakneſs and 
depravity of our nature, that, in our own 
ſtrength, we ſhall never be able to perform 
them. What then are we to do? I an- 
ſwer, God hath laid help on one that is 
mighty to ſave. The defects of nature 
ſhall be ſupplied by. the. abundance of 
Goſpel grace. Let us only believe in the 
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| t SW. 
Lond e Obyit hen” vach of ien 
be able to fay' with the Apoſtle, Ie 


—— all things through Chriſt ſtren 
me.“ Fes, if we will but cd 
Che) ians, (not — 4 calling ourſelves 
fs; by bein bapt or coming to the 
ſacrament,) Tur by turning our backs on 
the world, and followin Che e precepts and 
example of a Saviour bf the only "means 
to eſcape the torments of hell, and to 
ſecure the joys of heaven: if we would 
thus come to Chriſt, I ſay, and take his 
eafy yoke upon us, out of Weakneſs we 
ſhould' ſoon war ſtrong. God would 
change our hearts, impart to us a divine 
nature, and being thus born from above, 
we ſhould ſeek thoſe things that are above; 
earthly joys would loſe their influence upon 
us, and we ſhould find it a pleaſure and 
refreſhment, yea like meat and drink to 
. to do the will of God. 

The ſhort of the matter is, that how- 
ever feeble or inſufficient we are of our- 
ſelves, our ſufficiency is of God; and that 
by an exertion” of our natural powers, in 
concurrence with, and dependance upon 
divine grace, we ſhall find ourſelves equal 
to any duty God requires at our hands. 

Such ſeems to be the plain doctrine of 
the Holy Scriptures, though many have 
taken much pains to r roo and 
darken it. 2 1 * * AN. * 
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cannot do the leaſt thing towards his fal- 


chooſin ing 
in all 
a tool in > hands of the Almighty. |. 


alſo, that man's free-will may be im 


mp 2 a pan meer ture and bis 
own heart; but in effect, declares da. 


Vviour and his grace to de neadleſd.; 


Another, with St. Auſtin, runs Se 
contrary extreme, and aflerts, that man 


vation; that being literally dead in treſ- 
paſſes. and fin, he can no more ſeek to 

God for help, than a corpſe can turn itſelf 
in the grave; that he has no liberty of 
nods or refuſing evil; but being 


mpelied by nocellizy is merely 


We allow indeed, that man of biraſelf 
cannot go to Chriſt, unleſs the Father 
draw him; but then we inſiſt, that the 
Father draws every man, more of leſs, by 

his preventing grace; and that if the 8 
deſires, which he thus awakens in our 
hearts, are cheriſhed and improved, larger 
meaſures of grace will be given, even to 
convert our Pak, to ſantify our nature, 
and to fit us for eternal glory. We own 


. 
by evil habits, and at beſt is limited; ſo 
that as bad men cannot do all the miſchief 


they would, ( God occaſionally — 1 
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3 | 
things in the world, neither 
would there be any ſenſe in fuch texts as 
dude: + Repent' and be converted, 

« your ſins may be blotted out; Turn ye 
and live;—Chooſe life or death.” As 
to the expreſſion, dead in treſpaſſes and 
fin,“ it is by no means to be taken in 
a literal ſenſe, as is plain from that com- 
mand of the Apoſtle: Awake thou that 
« ſleepeſt, and ariſe from the dead, and 
* Chriſt ſhall give thee life.“ But to 
The abettors of this doctrine farther 
inkiſt; uit God has chofen a fem out of 


that - 


/ 


S. — — remedy; 

aid this too without any regard to the 
merits and demerits of either party, but 
merely to ſhew his ſovereign power; that 
God's grace is arreſiſtible that Chriſt ha- 
ving fulfilled the law for us, we are under 


no obligation to keep it: i. e. in plainer 


terms, that his righteouſneſs ' ſhall ſupply 
all our defects, and cover all our impuri- 
ties, and ſo ſave: us in our fins: they far- 
ther aſſert, that faith is every thing, and 
that good - works are no better than filthy 
rags, mere heathen morality: and that 
they, who are once converted, are as ſure 
of heaven, as if they were already there: 
that let them, after this, fall into ever ſuch 
enormous ſins, they cannot fall from grace; 
yea, though they ſhould curſe, and twear, 
and get nk, and lie, and ſteal, and 
commit adultery, and even murder, ſtill 
they are God's dear children, and none of 
theſe things ſhall rob them of the pur- 
chaſed inheritan e.. nt 03 
Doctrines of this ſort have been, and 
ſtill are ſtrenuouſly maintained and zea- 
louſly propagated as the marrom of the 
goſpel ; though, for my own part, I ſcruple 
not to place them among the doctrines of 
devils: and the reaſon is, they tend only 
to antinomianiſm, and the eſtabliſhment of 
the kindom of darkneſs; to miſlead and 
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a frightful idea does it give us of the 
of love, to aſſert, that he capriciouſſy 
chooſes. a few to life, and as capriciouſly 
conſigns all the reſt to eternal damnation? 
a conduct like this in man, you would 
deteſt 2 cruel, and ag | 
Why f : impute it to the great e 
of all the earth? Merely from ignorance 
I would hope. Te do err not knowing the 
Scriptures, which declare that he Lord 
is loving unto every man, and that his tender 
mercies are over all his works. Chriſt is ſaid 
to have taſted death for every man, and to 
have given his life a ranſom for all: and 
that he is not willing that any ſhould periſh, _ 
but that all ſhould come to repentance. 
The ſame Scriptures indeed tell us, that he 
| Chooſes ſome men to privileges which he 
denies others, as appears from that paſſage, 
Jacob have I loved, but Eſau have I hat- 
ed, not abſolutely hated, but only loved 
with an inferior affection. Of the ſame per- 
| ſons it was ſaid before they were born, and 
conſequently before they had done good or 
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« was not well pleaſed, whoſe careaſes fill 
in the wilderneſs. No inference, 
fore, can be deduced from ſuch paſſages, 
in favour of that election and reprobation, 
which Calviniſts hold. Neither, 2dly, 
2 conclude, that 2 = 
irreſiſtibly upou any upon 
all. This cannot be proved from. the 
_<onverſien of St. Paul, for. when divine 
grace laid hold of him, he was ſceking 
God's glory, though it was in a very pre- 
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«Holy Spirit?“ and again, „ye do al- 
« 'ways reſiſt the Holy Ghoſt, Acts vii. 
Indeed, fo far as grace is irreſiſtible, ſo 
far our actions 270 40 
conſequently of reward. For why reward 
a man for what he cannot help, eep- 
ing his place after you have deprived him 


of the power of ſtirring from it? 


. condemn good works, ſhould remember, 
that an Apoſtle has faid, © Faith without 

„Works is dead. Thoſe, indeed, who 
reject the Goſpel, and rely upon any works 
of falvation;” are juſtly blameable. But 


theſe” are very different from thoſe works 


which flow from faith; which laſt are 
abſolutely neceſſary to ſalvation. © In ſhort, 
with regard to faith and good-works, the 
one is the inward principle, and the other 


the outward act proceeding from that prin- 
ciple; the one the foundation, the other 
the ſuperſtructure; the one the tree, and 
the other the fruit of it, and therefore the 
one cannot with propriety ſubſiſt without 


the other | 


4. To think "ourſelves exempted from 
all regard to the moral law, becauſe Chriſt 
has fulfilled it; or = multiply our fins, 
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„ and is the very thing | 
the Apoſtle reprobates in ſuch ſevere terms, 
when he ſays © ſhall we continue in ſin 
becauſe grace abounds,” God forbid !” - 
Ciwiſt is indeed ſtyled The Lord ar. Righe 
| ? becauſe he ſpreads 


But w 


3. The texts brought in favour of 
N K. are chiefly uch as prove 


unchangeable truth and faithfulneſs.of God, 
which would be to ſome purpoſe, if we 
denied the truth or faithfulnaſs of God, or 
if it could be ſhewn that God had made 
any promiſe to ſave men in their fins, $0 
far from this, we are told, Exzck. xviii. 
that when a righteous man turneth 
« from his righteoufneſs, and committeth 
„ miquity, and dieth therein, for his ini» 
« quity that he hath done ſhall he die. 
« All his righteouſneſs that he hath done 

„% ſhall not be mentioned.” Does this 
look any thing like that doctrine that as 40 


* 7 * +4 3 - 
[ F ] 


'- Beſides, does not an Apoſtle tell us 
be. high minded, but to fear?” 
2 , i Abies is no Ad of 


"of Fad as, who was once num- 
| — with the eleven Apoſtles? 
I know, indeed, that people who are 
| wedded to their own opinions, can get over 
all theſe arguments: but 1 would _ 
them remember, that however th 
take refuge in lies for — E fa 
is coming, when 
fail them, and nought but ret) will i und, 
the teſt. 

erance, 


As to the doctrines of 
deſtination, election, of pert, yr. 


maintained by ſome,) they are, in my opi- 
nion, a contradiction not only to Seripture, 
but to common ſenſe alfo, tending rather 
— encourage men in fin, than to de ter 
them from it, If admitted, they deſtroy 
all difference between virtue and viee, ſu- 
perſede a future day of judgment, and 
make God the * 1 of ſin. Obſerve, 
5 however, I do not ſay, that all that main - 
tain theſe doctrines are bad men. I hope 
detter things of many of them, and that 
their life is influenced by ſomething better 
than their * This may be ac- 
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 . counted for. by ſuppoſing, that they have 
iümbibed their —.—.— AT pony 
- thoſe they loved and reſpected, before they 
were able to judge of them; or from ſome 
peculiarity in their conſtitution or ſituation 
of life; or from ſome detached paſſages of 
Scripture ; or from the exemplary piety 
of ſome that profeſſed theſe doctrines, ima- 
gining that where the heart was ſound, the 
head muſt be clear, which is not always 
the caſe in ſmaller matters at leaſt. 
But is not predeſtination (you will aſk 
among the doctrines of our own, church 
It is ſo. But why, think you? It was the 
dclamour of the day, and was therefore 
inſerted; but at the ſame time it was done 
in ſuch a way, as ſhews the compilers had 
their own doubts about it; and that what 
they ſaid upon it was rather in compliance 
with the prejudices of the times, tban 
from any conviction of their own, that 
it was the doctrine of Scripture. That it 
is not, however, may be inferred from 
hence, that we find no notice of it in the 
church of Chriſt till the fourth century. 
From the whole you will learn, to ſe- 
parate the wheat from the chaff; to diſ- 
tinguiſh between the commands of God 
and the opinions of men, who were ba 
with pride and paſſion; to bear with thoſe 
who differ from 7 eg in religious matters, 


eſpecially while eir life proves them tF 


* 


« 
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wWorſe than many in- ſpeculation; and 
chat the love of our brethren is the trueſt 
orthodoxy. * 83 N led © arent ib i 
It may nat be impraper here to ſubjoin 
a paſſage from Ezek. xvili. plainly proving 
the freedom of the human will, the de- 
ſite of God to make us all — ＋ (and 
of courſe the abſurdity of thoſe doctrines 
we have been combating. The paſſage is 
this: -f Caſt away from you all yaur tranſ- 
« greſſions, and make you a new heart, 
«and a new ſpirit, for why will ye die, 
O houſe of liraeF? For I 1 
« ſure in the death of him that dieth, 
+ faith the Lord God. Wherefore turn 
« yourſelves and live ye 
Lou will perhaps M d, that you can» 
not turn trom ſin of your own ſtrength. 
IT know it, and therefore I do not urge 
you to it in this way ; but in the ſtrength 
of him that made you, you may. Of 
ourſelyes we are indeed feeble and impo- 
tent, but our ſufficiency is of God. He 
worketh in you both to will, and to do of 
his good pleaſure. He ſecretly draws, in- 
clines, and urges you-ts be good. Reſiſt 
not then the drawings of his ſpirit. Suffer 
not his gracous ' pleadings to paſs un- 
noticed, and. unjmproved. Receive the 
Scriptures as a — from God, and 


one error in practice, may be infinite 
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7 8 
and ſerve thee fan ull 
the days of our life! O let not the falſe 
onings of fallible man ever lead us to 
aineſt de- 


* * 


_ conclude, in oppoſition to the pl 
clarations of Scripture, and of common 
ſenſe, that thou delighteſt in the death of 
the wicked, and much leſs that thou 
 ſhouldeſt decree the damnation of any of 
thy creatures before they had a being. As 
Judge of all the earth thou wilt aſſuredly 
do right; let us nat, therefore, preſume 
td encou notions injurious to thine 
honour, and (where they are practically 
purſued,) ſubverſive of true holineſs. Teac 
As rather to believe, in conformity to thy 
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= 
| all men, and 
that i periſh, bene 
and accotdingly may we earneſtly ſeek the 
S — a nan ect 
grace improve 
our _ that whenever | 
— 3 * of our 
tg 
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T FHEN our Saviour Was Ed 


his diſciples beſou ene er 
as Maſter, teach us to pray as John al 
" taught his diſciples” To: this — 
our Saviour anſwered, After this man- 
& ner pray ye 5” 8 as it is 3 

When „ fay, Our 
80 7 which art i 4 hallowed 
&© be thy | name. Thy kingdom come. 
„% Thy will be done m4 earth as it is in 
% heaven. Give us this day our daily 
« bread. And forgive us our treſpaſſes as 
« we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but 
« deliver us from evil. Amen.” 

This is called the Lord's Prayer, becauſe 
our Lord compoſed it, and gave it to his 
diſciples, either as a form to be got by 
heart, and addreſſed to God; or as a 
model or pattern to frame our devotions 
by. That it may be uſed in both ways, 
1s plain from the different words in which 
the different Evangeliſts introduce it, one 


. 81 


Ry laying; when he pray; ſay, Our Fiber, '&c. 2 
and the other, After this manner, or in 
words to this effect pray ye. And hence 
by the way we may obſerve, that there is 
nothing here either to condemn thoſe that 
pray by a form, or thoſe that pray without 
à form. God indeed hath left us totally 
at our liberty, to uſe which of theſe me- 
thods we pleaſe. For oy man, therefore, 
to cenſure or deſpiſe another for uſing this 
liberty, is arrogant, e and” unjuſt. 
But to proceed. 
The prayer we are Lonſiderin conſiſts 
of ſax petitions, i. e. there are ſix things 

which it teaches us ef; y to — 4 
the three firſt of theſe more immediately 
: b. ee of God, and the three 
are a prayer for ſuch. things as are 
= neceſlary to our own well-being. 
any of theſe petitions is the addreſs, 
Our: Father which art in heaven; which 
contains a deal of uſeful matter. It 
ſuggeſts, iſt. that the Being we approach 

in prayer is our father; a father, far fonder 
than e er bore that name on earth ; Na father 
that made us, that loves us, and that de- 
ſires to make us completely and eternally 
happy. What an encouragement is this 
to prop 2. The phraſe which art in heaven, 
reminds us of the power and dignity of 

that Being we addreis, and tends to impreſs 
us with due reverence in our approaches 


Mm to hi: it tende ao. to encourage our 
li wore. of receiving What we pray for. 
ll! Earthly. parents are generally kind to _- | 
ll N but their power is limited; and 
hers. they have Kip ey they. often want 
9 — ſo that they give improperly, N 
and do their children an injury, where 
they mean them @ kindneſs. But our hea- 
venly Father is ſubject to none of thele 5 
imperfections; His love is far ſuperior to 
that of an earthly parent, and what his 
infinite wiſdom ſees fit for us to have, his 
infinite power can never want means to 
re eee pa, e 
(parents Who are poor, 
« how” to gire good gies uns your ca: 
« how to give unto . . 
„ dren; how much more ſhall : 
4 venly Father give that beſt o al 15 
« his Holy es to them that aſk him. 
Once more. 3. The title by which we 
are here — to addreſs God, of our 
Father, and nut my Father, leads us to re- 
gard Him as the common father of all 
mankind, whom therefore we ought to 
love as brethren with the tendereſt affec- 
tion. This being Pei 1 haſten to 


== He inhabits eternity, and duels in light 3 
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To him all nearts are open, all defires known, and from him 
no ſecrets are hid, He can do whatever pleaſeth him in 
heaven, in earth, and all ether places. He has. the hearts of 
all men in his hands, and can turn them for or againſt us. 


"4 e as 
God, you are to underſtand Tod himſelf; 
and every thing that more immediate, 
relates to him; as his word, his tnntſtersz 
his ſabbaths, facramegts,' e. To halle 
K* is to turat it as holy, making a 
; &iow between it and that are 
commons Phys we hallow God, or the 
name of God, when en blaſphemy, 
gurſing, ſwearing, , and every thing 
that tends: 3 common hy con- 
femptible; we him the honour due 
unto his name, when we to his Prone 
and worfhip him with a worſhip. 
like manner we n word, — : 
yarns Spry thr whety' we receive 
it, it as in- 
fallible truth, and 3 _ of ' Haw 
that cannot lie. ln the fame' way we hal- 


low God's mimiſters, when we liſten to 
their 
with 


admonitions, and treat them 
| at reverence which: their office re- 
| eſtesming them, as an Apoitle ex- 
— highly in love for their works“ 
Hake. The profane and libertines in alt 
ages, have treated men of this character 
with contempt; while good men have as 
conſtantly — and reſpected them, 
(as the ambaſſadors of - God. )o And this 
perhaps might * wy that 6 WF 


_ © prieſts alſo.” Be this as it will, it is cer - 
tain that the miniſter, who faithfully la- 
bours for the converſion of ſouls, is a 
reſpectable character, however the world 
may undervalue his labours. The Scrip- 
ture ſpeaks of ſuch miniſters as ambaſſadors 
for Chriſt, ſent in his ſtead to pray you; 
that you: would be reconciled! unto God. 
And to procure the more attention to thoſe 
whom he ſends on this errand; our Saviour 
declares, that whoſo deſpiſes them de- 
< fſpiſes him, and whoſo deſpiſes him, de- 
<« {piſes in effect the Father that ſent him. 
Accordingly God hath reproved even kings 
for their ſake, ſaying, Touch not mine 
. © anointed; and do my Prophets no harm“ 
And our bleſſed Lord, when he ſent forth 
his Diſciples to preach his Goſpel, has 
theſe remarkable words : Into whatſoever 
city ye enter, and they receive you not, 
+ ſhake off the duſt of your feet as a 
**, teſtimony againſt them. Verily, I ſay 
«unto you, it ſhall be more tolerable for 
„Sodom in the day of judgment, than 
„ for that city.“ Now if a city is deemed 15 
criminal for rejecting the hers of 
Ohbriſt, is not every individual perſon who 


* 


does the ſame, equally criminal; and has 
he not, therefore, juſt cauſe to dread, that 
the doom of the unbelieving city will be 


his? But many people erroneouſly fancy, 


1 on * 1 GC 
_ wie 2 0 theſe "belong o 1 10 * 
Jews and the Apoſtles. ſee no 
> 0 . A for any ſuch notion. 
very one will allow that that declaratior 
Whoſo believeth, and is baptized,” 
ebe ſaved 5 but whoſo believeth not, Gall 
be damned, extends to all in every 
It will likewiſe: de granted, that — ro 
miſe of Chriſt to hit Ap Apoſtles, „Lol am 
with you always even to the end of the 
„world cis- abſurd, if conſined to thoſe 
ta whom it was originally given: and that 
nothing hinders it from being extended to 
their fucceſſors in office. Beſides this, ve 
have had .inflances” in all ages ſince the 
days of the Goſpel, (the preſent not e, 
coepted) of multitudes being converted to 
——— 5 the bleſſing of God ge- 


the preachers of his word. 
Te , Aas, whom God has given 
fuck: ſeals of their Apoſtleſhip; and made 
the honoured inſtruments of bringing ſin- 
ners to glory, r reſpect is certainly due; and 
of courſe to withhold this reſpect, and 
ſtill more to reject their Aba. and 
admonitions for our good, muſt de highly 
provoki in the ſight of God. 

What I am now ſaying on this head, is 
by no — for my own ob — for 
yours. not to magnify myſe 3 
mine office, farther than of it may contri- 
bute to the advancement of the truth, and 
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o of thy gras in our be 47 
ge day — We: — mir 
thee in thy kingdom of The 


> Petition is, Thy 


An 4+-doiinevicts.. The will of God in 


one ſenſe muſt and will be dane. For 
who can reſiſt the will of the Lord? But 
by making man a free agent, God has left 
us, a; power of doing or not ding what he 
commands. What we pray for, therefore, 
in . is, that God would incline 


and ha 


K 


comfort 


he ſees fit for the comfort and ſupport of 
our bodies. Moſt people, like the pro- 
digal in the parable, wiſh to have their por- 
tion at once, that they may be independent 
of their heavenly father. Where this wiſh 
is granted, and they get ſtores laid up for 

many years, do not many of them fay, in 
their heart at leaſt, with the rich fool in 
the Goſpel, * Soul, thou haſt much goods 
laid up for many years; take thine eaſe, 
“eat, drink, and be merry.” To how 
many are riches a ſnate and a curſe, ſerv- 
ing to lead them from God, and to 
pierce them through with many forrows ? 
And how few of thoſe that are bleſſed 
with abundance, uſe. that abundance to 
the glory of God, or to the increaſe of 
their own happineſs, or that of their fel - 


. 1 1 
duo creatures. To e our 
neceſlities, therefore, in ſucha way as to 
keep up a conſtant ſenſe of our d nee 
upon God, is certainly the moſt conducive 
to our happineſs, = this is what we are 
taught in theſe words, Give us this day 
our dall bread, i. e. give us by thy bleſſing 
upon our honeſt en eavours, every | 
thou ſeeſt neceſſary. for the: e | 
comfort of our bodies. 201 % 
5. The next petition is, that Gad would 
pardon our fins; and deliver us from the 
_ puniſhment due to them: hy pc or us our 
Treſpaſſes as we, forgive them 
againſt us. The lv pat ofthe petit 
| ſerves: to remind us, if we would 
have mercy at the 042 3p God, it is ne- 
ceſſary to ſhew mercy to our offending 
| Pa" ug The wicket | ſervant, who: ga | 
ouſly exacted a ſmall debt from his ff | 
ſervant, after having: an exceeding heay 
debt of his own for p; aps him by * Lord, 
was delivered to the tormentors, M att. | 
Xviii. In like manner, ſays our bleſſed 
Lord, will my heavenly Father do to 
“ you, if ye from your hearts forgive not 
« every one his brother their. treſpaſles,” 
When, therefore, you offer up this petition 
to the Almighty, 55 is to the ſame purpoſe, 
as if you ſhould „God be merciful to 
oy a ſinner, —_— eal not with me ac⸗ 
cording to mine iniquities. I have broken 
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[%] 5 
thy laws, incurred thy, diſpleaſure, * am 
no r worthy to be called thy ſon. 

But oh there is mercy with thee that thou 
mayeſt be feared. Hear me then a return- 
ing penitent, and for the ſake of Chriſt, 
fay unto me, thy fins be forgiven thee. And 
the better to prepare me for ſuch mercy, 
enable me to love my enemies, and to 
e ive all that have offended me as freely, 
| as fully, as I wiſh that thou for 
Obrift's ſake wouldſt forgive me. 

Now if this be the ſenſe of the petition, 

then it follows, that all who offer it to 
God, while _ continue in wilful fin of 
any kind; and eſpecially in hatred and 
4 do offer 4 inſult; and by 
thus acting the hypocrite with their Ma- 
ker, are more likely to bring a curſe than 

8 upon their head. But let us 

ed to 

The ſixth and laſt petition. The fore- 
e one was a prayer for the pardon 
in * aſt fins, this 1s a prayer for grace 

erve us from ſin for the future. 
15 * not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. 

Concerning theſe words it Hil be ob- 
ere, 1. That God cannot be tempted of 
evil, neither tempts he any man; He deceives, 
he educes no man 5 but every man is r 
when he is drawn away of his own luſt, and 

N i. e. when he is drawn away by 

M ; 
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e allurements of leafure,. of 1 
A ambition, or the like, which he knows 
to be the ſnares of the. devil. In . Af 
ſenſe, to tempt may ſignify, to try, or 
a perſon's virtue to the teſt. This is w 2 
may be expected in ſuch, a ſtate of trial 
'as de preſent is, and this is what God 
frequently does; thus, he tempted Abra- 
dach of ed, and thus he proved Iſrael, to 
know what was in their heart, and whether 
they would keep his commands or no. 
Not that God need. to do this for his own | 
information, for he knows exactly before- - 
hand how each of us will behave. But 
he does it, that he may purge out the 
droſs of the ſufferer in BY furnace of 
_ affliction; that he m * teach him wiſdom, 
and experience of the divine goodneſs; 
that he may improve his Big make it 


manifeſt to others, and prepare him for 


future glory. And hence an Apoſtle lays, 
« Bleſſed is the man that endureth tempta- . 
tion, for when he is tried he mall re- 


e ceive the crown of life.” 


What we pray for then in this petition | 
is, that God would preſerve us from thoſe _ 
inares, by which the devil, the world, and 
our own corrupt hearts, too often ſeduce 
us from our duty, deſtroy our peace, and 
endanger our. ſalvation; and that if the 
Lord 1s at any time pleaſed to put our 
faith. to the trial, he would ſtand by us, 


8 F # | 3 
and enable us ſo to con * ourſelves, chat 
be may have jak, and we may have 
Profit from the d . ; that ſo we 
may-look*back: with pleaſure on the days 
of adverſity, and ſay 9 the Pſalmiſt. 
It was good for me that I have been 
« afflited; for before I was afflicted, .I 9 
« went aſtray, but now have 1 learnt to i 
5 N Steben AY | 
atthew's goſpel this prayer. of 
our Lord concludes with a doxology, or ' 
aſcription of praiſe, in theſe words: For 
“ thine is the kingdom, and the power 
« and the glory for ever and ever, SME. " 5 
Which is as much as to ſay, I offer up theſe -t 
: petitions to thee, O God, becauſe 1 e | 
thee to be not only a God of tranſcendent I 
love and mercy, but alſo a God of un- . 
botinded power; not only willing and | 
ready to Bear, but moreover able to re. 
lieve my wants. Vea able to do exceeding 
abundantly above all I aſk or think. For 
thou art King of Kings, and Lord of 
Lords, the- author and giver of all that 
is good; th er 18 infinite, and thy 
glory 18 i ele In the greateſt con- 
fidence, therefore, ef ſucceſsfully W 
ſuch an indulgent Father, 1 55 an à 
mighty King, and of having our requeſts 
granted, we conclude with g learty Amen. 
which reſpects all the tions, and 1 is the 
ſame * as if Y — ſay, May the 


| Lo accept my N ond 


time har” may beſt conduce to 9 0 glory 
and to my may * 


with which as a 


| is edified, ten will be diſguſted with it. 


public orithip,,. Nor are 


this hint, as t 
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16 1 75 | heart, which b grant the 
| efore him, in the Way and 


Such is the face and” ng. of 1 the 
rd's prayer, and here N 4 5 wp 
nee more recommending to your per 


that excellent. paraphraſe or explanation of 


it, which we have in our 9 5 

rayer (after a 1 
remark on what we have been conſidering) 
F ſhall conclude this Lecture. The fe- 
mark is What may already have occurred 
to yourfelves, viz. The ſbortne{; and campre- 
henſiveneſs of that forms, . our Lord 
hath given us. Fifteen or twenty mega 
at fartheſt, ſeems ſufheient for a 


ublic. Whenever i it is lengthen bedes 
255 the attention flags; and for one that 


Such wire-drawn prayers. tend only to pro- 
duce à formal, ifeleſs and involuntary 
ſervice, and to full peo * if they 
do not frighten N ether from the 
«Bee merely my 
OWN ſentiments ; b 4. but the ſentiments alſo 
of many learned, pious, and eminent di- 


vines of our OWN urch. The leaders in 


diſſenting con egations might profit by. 
85 [ok have it in 5 8 Power 0 
n or ſhorten 1 prayers at 
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+ Litavy, BY Communion Service) the ſer- 


vice is not only rendered tedio 
* 2 OT clogged with a nn 
Ot neee repetitions, particular 
of the Lobt Pes er, the — 
Gloria. Patri. hence a liturgy that 
is 7255 hed 8 many n 8 
e ave met with, loſes m 
Pe. e becomes too often un- 
„dull, and dif; =, 


' T conclude with c g upon you to 


offer up with me that 8 of Prayer we 
have been conſidering, acco to the 
expoſition given of it in the Catechi | 

O Lord God, our heavenly Father, who 
art the giver of all good, end thy grace 
unto 'us and to all people, that we may 
worſhip, ſerve, and obey thee as we ought 
to do. Grant us all things needful 
our ſouls and bodies. Be merciful unto 
us, and forgive us our fins, Save and 


defend us in all dangers ghoſtly and bodily. 


Keep us from all ſin and wickedneſs; from 
| that evil Spirit that * about continu- 
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4 ments, which are only two, Bap- 
tiſm and the Lord's Supper; and theſe 
are ſaid to be generally, not abſolutely 
neceſſary to ſalvation: 1. e. a. fincere be- 
liever may be: ſaved without them, ow 
the want proceeds not from contem 
wilfulneſs; but from ſome acciden #4 
cumſtance leſs blameable, as where a perſon 
cannot be got to adminiſter them. Thus 
the thief upon the croſs was ſaved without 
either. is however is by no means 
meant as an encouragement to thoſe who, 
contrary to the convictions of their on 
minds, carelefsly negle& Baptiſm and the 
Lord's Supper, and particularly the latter 
of theſe, from year to year; thus ſetting 
at nought a Saviour's dying command for 
their good. 

The Church of Rome, beſides the Sa- 
craments juſt now mentioned, make five 
more, viz. Holy Orders, Confirmation, Penance; 
extreme Un#ion, or the anointing ſick 

ple with bil, when paſt all hopes of re- 


Tus 


covery; od W 6 > of which 
we conlider as Sacraments; Yor a Sacra- 


ment, (as out Church dente it is a rite 
2 ceremony inſtituted by C himfelf, 
Wen part of , ( {ar water in. 


8 — 1 in the Lord t Supper, ) 


Jong R 8 of ſome 
in grace, or ſpiritu e - 
_ ferred upon us: the outward” 1 8 "© 
the means whereby the inward 
communicated to us, and at che fame time 
a pledge to aſſure us of it. 

ater, and à form of words Which 
Chriſt himſelf prefcribed, is the outward - 
part of Baptiſm. This 'ceremony was 
originally performed by immerſion, I. e 
by plunging the perſon defirous of Bag ning 


in water. The fame cuſtom is counte- 
nanced by the rubric of our Church, which 
enjoins dipping; or, in caſe the child is 
weak, ſprinkling 3 ater, and in 
many Churches "he _ or font is 
made large enough of immerſion. 
Such a ceremony is exceolingly inſtructive 
and ſignificant, if attended to: reminding 
us, that as water cleanſes the body from 
all filth, fo the renewing, of the Holy 
Ghoſt, or the baptiſm of the Spirit, puri- 
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ſervants. Or 17 7 you 1 pets be - 
ward part of the ordinance, 


1 to thoſe only "who (das i it ta thee 550 
5 to eben or r i gre 


- which infants] 0 yo mo To.ex- 
clude ſuch, n from. ' divine 99 * | 


for not doing What they Cann got 
_ ſenſeleſs and übſürd; nor DDS 9 to 
"treat the cup gerkinon) l charms, as 
7 ' who make 3 of anfants 


depend' upon, it. Even amo On 
E e o. ave. Nig wed a | 
this ſpirit; ſuch are * ey Who are as . — 
E e Ba e 18 no 7 5 child, as 
if they believed" th : 28 doctrine, that 
without it, its hat were 0 idable. : 
What has contributed greatly to ſiren 10 6 — hen 
ſuch prejudices, is the, en which h 
long prevailed,” and which 1 could wiſh to 
. * janet aboliſhed, (becauſe a remnant 
70 I mean the cuſtom of Hurying 
— zed children behind the Church. 
500 form of Ba aptiſm is certainly very 
defcetive, and need 8 much to be rectified. 


The whole fault ROOT from a 
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— form wit *, 
i dle Catechiſin, the framer of 
 lity ne ae eee en Pein, 


thing - Ss by * 
"Inward and "In 


an 
the: office of Baptiſm, / 1 as F they 
though theſe- one Lane e fame; ox as if 
regeneration, or the new birch, always 
accompanied che our, ard waſhing, This 
may indeed” be true in ſome cales. But 
experience and obſervation' ſhews that it 
18 by "no means true in all caſes. 'Elfe 
why ſuch impiety and profligacy in ſo 
many that have been Dad? Are habits 
of of ing, rw , ſwearing 1 Set drunken - 
any figns ly c 


auge! Su; ly 


porry Then wh: ke it ayail any of you 
to have been haptired, with water, if ye 
are yet ſtrangers to the purifying influences 
of the Spirit, and aw thee Baptiſts and 
new birth, which is from above? Is it not 
matter of grief and dread, rather than of 
comfort, to 5 reflect. that pious friends de- 
voted you to God in your infancy, and 
that you habe been devoting yourſelyes 
ever ſince to the devil? © e e 
Mary people you know think differently 
as to the mode f adminiſtering Baptiſm. 
Some ap pprove infant Baptiſm; 'and ſome . 
condemn it, thinking it ſoon” enou oy 
bring people, whether young or old, to 
nt, when" after proper hben 
is FM: > 
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promiſe both theſe by their . 
to me ſeems to be no e wy at 5: K 
would be better, therefore, Fo ſay, that a 
parent 2 commendably d. — 4 5 his 
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| that both theſe people 
miſtake; may beo be prove 
oblereativn; and om 


God' reclaim ch 
of e Now 


the word of God. © 


How ſhould children do their duty till 


Fe — it, and how ſhould they know 


in ſin for years- _ _ mo ance, 
and want of 'k e have 
many inſtances of — or at e four, 


five, ſix, and m—_ years' of age, who 


have been great proficients in virtue, and 
_ eminently feligious; and perhaps with 
proper care, we might aye bad many 
more ſuch ſtriking in of early piety. 


Many children in many caſes need only - 
to be ſhewn what 36 e ur what 1s 


wrong, to make them purſue the one, and 


avoid the other. The neceſſity of divine 


grace is readily acknowledged, but ſo alio 
ought the neceſſity of human inſtruction. 


It is indeed ſufficzent in behalf of the 
latter of —— that God himſelf 5 


„ 2 ; 


it till they are inſtructed? — ayer 
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. new firvigi Wh vigour him that 
is ready v6 through hunger, thitft; 
ang fatigue, And according "many Rave 

* vecitinhee, 4x” 
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the heavenly peace and 

e ns and cochforts h Which 

'th 1 jemſelves infpired. And thole 
lf 1 1 by yS, "cannot have'a More 
4 Ulis! F pf, their acceptance with 
God, 1 45 the truth of that 1 5 


dgckr that TR is the ſame yeſterday, 
t6- Ep 0 d" for 'ever; and that he ever 
tik to bear Be haps and anfwer the 
ers of "all chat call upon him in trüth. 
fle kling to be conſidered | 1s the | 
ations : neceſfary for thole who would, 
the Lord's table with profit and 
| N "Theſe, as the Catechiſm in- 
Tias Us, are, examination of our heart. 
life: fepentance and renunciation 
8 808 paſt fir ns : A. lively faith in God's mercy 
| through” Chriſt, with a thankful remem- 
"bratige of his death; * Mert reſolutions 
under divine grace 25 ag that new and. 
Holy life; \which' the Goſpel requires; and 
10 ſpoſitic DIG we” orgive, and to do 
* all men, ed emies as well as friends. 
eſe are the qualifications requiſite in 


ee would EIT as acceptable gueſts, 
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approach it 


h 0 


TOR + 96 Foo 
. =» Lord's table, 92 Fg this 
Taration, we ad” much. better, its 72 0 
I n A he 
hypocrite, etray ing our Lork 25 5 1 ENS, 
hapſening our hearts, hurting. religion þ 
„ (vE, and a wh | 
us by profaning 1 the blot 
covenant. . * 2 
And now having mewn 155 ike uatur 
and deſi gn of the Lord's ſupper, and * 
is nece to make you worthy partakers | 
of it, 1 1 77 briefly exhort one and all 
of you to 52 devout and regular K 
upon it, Some le talk an. 
they thou ght fe ht $8. ulli 1 
880 Without coming 8 all jo th ts Bc: 
Teas, They aig ght yall pe a 
Tay, iſt has enjoined 17 5 | 
ordinance, or W gt rg 5 
| without obedience to the laws of God, . 
a good Chriſtian without e pin 
Take care then how you are miſled by of vo 
ignorant and ſenſelels aſſertions, a 
member, that j you have Re love 105 Jim | 
who redeemed. ou with bis own recious 
blood, you muſt ſhew it by y keeping | is Som- 
mandments, and Parti dla this, which, 
if duly obſerved, will enable you V5 
greater eaſe to keep all. the r | 
primitive days, no perſon profeſſed aan e 
a Chriſtian, who did not take the, 6 


opportunity of thus commemoratin | 
_ {acrifice of Chriſt: 9 * withh 
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juſtify their 
1 hut the - beſt. framed 
pleas of this iet "myſt appear ſenſeleſs, 
vain, and tifling, if we would but keep 
in mind what one would think Chriftians 
ſhould never loſe ſight of, viz, that Ong 
to the ſacrament 1s a cipal means o 
gracę, and what our "ord as poſitively 
enjohved all his followers without exception 
to do; that deferring from time to time, 
what confcience hrs 57 ſhould be done 
immediately, is one of the moſt deſtructive 
wiles of the devil to eſtrange you inſenſibly 


from God, and to ruin you for ever: that 
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you 


7our ſins, none can remoye tach e y 
ut yourſelves only ;. nor. can you do it 


h in any. oth ther way than by for- 


ys hole ſins you are. NOW. 10 fond of, 
and ecoming a a new. creaſe; A Chriſt 


Jeſus. 


* A 


Upon the whole you Will lep! in mir 


you cannot lafely abſent You lyes . 
if you with it mould go well, With You, 
either in” this world or 5 next; and d.that 
if you do indeed love Chriſt, and Took. for, 
ſalvation by him, it is very: unreaſonable i in 
you to refuſe him this e of Your 
faith. and gratitude, | ; 

' Conſider what has been fai, x aud the 
Lord enable you to profit by it. 

I have now gone over the Shtechilm, 
and briefly g to you the 79 0 
mental doctrines of Chriſtianity. Barely. 
however, to know theſe thing $ will, | 


0 do. them. 0 


* - conſcience, injure our nei ighbour, « or offend _ 
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de great 


1 Thou hl 'broy e ous 
| othing-1pto: our wr Pr elent exiltenge,,and 
i of a & a ſtate worſe .thap en rien 
kb S of thy heaven! ly glory, Thou pro- 
Fi eſt. f for us faod. ta eat and . 
with many, other. temporal bleflings whi 
we are. utterly unworthy of. 'W 
wore, — haſt ſent. y ſon from. beaven 
> fo inſtruct us by his word, to redeem - 
with hig blood, 1 to ap us with his 
Flt.” and by ſq doing has put us ina 
capacity of — * ever A happy. 0 
ive us ſuch a grateful ſenſe of theſe, and 
All thy mercies, that we may glorify thy 
name, not barely by ſpeaking to thy proce 
but by entirely devoting ourſelves to ns. 
ſervice. Keep us ever mindful of th 
vows, which our baptiſmal covenant lays 
us under. Help us tq believe and truſt in 
Jeſus as a Saviour, who is ever all, God 
bleſſed for ever; and, therefore, able to do 
much more abundantly for us, than we 
are able to aſk, or even to think. Grant us 
ſuch a portion of thy ſpirit, as may renew | 
gur nature, reform our lives, and preſerve 
us from every thing that may wound our 
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